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ASIAN STUDIES
Associate Professors Chaney (History), Faries, Fatone (Music), Garrison (Psychology), George (Hispanic Studies), He (Economics), Lu, Melnick Dyer (Religious 
Studies), Nguyen (Art and Visual Culture), and Wiesinger (chair); Assistant Professor McGaughey; Visiting Assistant Professor Nobuki; Lecturers Konoeda and 
Miao

In a globalized society, it is essential to find alternatives to U.S.-centric world views and create opportunities to center and learn from equally important 
voices and perspectives from around the world. We have much to learn from Asia’s complex experiences with local, regional, and global flows of 
privilege, power, colonialism, and ethnic conflict.

Asian popular music, cinema, and literature and film–including manga, anime, Bollywood, and martial arts films–have become mainstays in the world’s 
media sphere, while innovative new media cultures invite the world to encounter the new Asia. Despite an increasingly interconnected world, we 
encounter troubling stereotypes, prejudice, and racism within and toward Asia in today’s fast-paced global media, and politics, as well as in everyday 
encounters.

By learning about the languages, histories, philosophies, politics, economies, literatures, arts, religions, and cultures of the many peoples of Asia and 
its diasporas, students gain the knowledge, contexts, and intercultural competency necessary to engage with a large part of the world that is largely 
under-acknowledged in academic institutions outside Asia.

Asian Studies is an interdisciplinary program designed to encourage students to deepen their study of Asian cultures through courses and the senior 
thesis, along with rigorous training and expertise in Chinese or Japanese language. The program features three majors: Chinese, Japanese, and 
Asian Studies. In addition to the majors, the Program in Asian Studies offers minors in Chinese, Japanese, and Asian Studies. Students are strongly 
encouraged to study abroad for a semester (or a full year) in China or Japan, as an integral part of the curriculum, for linguistic and cultural immersion, 
and for exploration on the ground. Faculty and students in the program also have fun together, participating in regular language tables and in events to 
celebrate cultural traditions of Asia.

Planning for the Major or Minor
The program offers three majors, Asian Studies, Chinese, and Japanese. Each of these majors gives students an opportunity to develop an 
understanding of Asia by intensive study of Chinese or Japanese and to pursue topical courses introducing some of the most accomplished 
civilizations and dynamic societies in today's world. In addition to the majors, the Program in Asian Studies offers minors in Chinese, Asian Studies, 
and Japanese.

More information is available on the Asian Studies program website.

• Asian Studies Major
• Asian Studies Minor
• Chinese Major
• Chinese Minor
• Japanese Major
• Japanese Minor

Asian Studies Courses
ASIA 109  Anime: Shojo and Society in Japanese Animation  (1 Credit)
Some refer to shojo animation as "girls' anime," but the figure of the shojo--an adolescent somewhere between girlhood and womanhood, has a 
complex role in Japanese storytelling and society. Who is the shojo? Is the shojo a "third gender?" Does the shojo hold a special role compared with 
other age and gender categories? Why is the shojo so often chosen as a figure who confronts social crises or bridges social gaps? This class will 
explore the age and gender category known as "shojo" primarily through the lens of animation, but occasionally making use of literature and manga 
as well. The class will focus on how adolescent girls in Japanese animation interact with social problems and crises such as gender role limitations, 
environmental crisis, natural disaster, and urbanization.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C046, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): GSS 109, JPN 109
Instructor: Justine Wiesinger
Instructor Permission Required: No

https://www.bates.edu/asian/
https://catalog.bates.edu/departments-programs/asian-studies/asian-studies-major/
https://catalog.bates.edu/departments-programs/asian-studies/asian-studies-minor/
https://catalog.bates.edu/departments-programs/asian-studies/chinese-major/
https://catalog.bates.edu/departments-programs/asian-studies/chinese-minor/
https://catalog.bates.edu/departments-programs/asian-studies/japanese-major/
https://catalog.bates.edu/departments-programs/asian-studies/japanese-minor/
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ASIA 130  Japanese Horror Film: Silent Era to Present  (1 Credit)
Horror films are a familiar pop-culture touchstone, and many Americans are somewhat familiar with horror films from Japan. To deepen their 
appreciation of such films, students consider Japanese horror films in the context of genre theory and cinematic, psychological, social, political, 
and artistic elements. Students have the opportunity to think critically about popular films: What intellectual and artistic value do we find in genre 
films? How do we evaluate the claims of film scholars? Students also explore theory related to both filmic expression and horror themes, including 
psychoanalytic theory, feminist theory, film theory, and trauma theory. What does horror film say about the social, temporal, and cultural context from 
which it emerges? What does horror film say about filmmaking itself? How are formal filmic techniques used to express and induce fear and anxiety? 
No prior familiarity with Japan is required. Conducted in English.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C019, C033, C046, C053, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): JPN 130
Instructor: Justine Wiesinger
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA 155  Introduction to Asian Religions  (1 Credit)
An introduction to the major religious traditions of Asia, in both their historical and contemporary forms, with a focus on modern popular 
developments in Hindu, Buddhist, Daoist, and Confucian traditions, and the ways in which racism has influenced popular perceptions of these 
religious traditions in North America and Europe. The course explores the foundational teachings of each tradition, examines their historical and social 
contexts, and seeks answers to questions such as: What is the nature of religious experience? What are the functions of myth and ritual? How have 
these religious traditions been adapted, adopted, and appropriated in "the West"?

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C001, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (ASIA: Breadth), (JPN: Cultural), (REL: Asian Religions)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): REL 155
Instructor: Alison Melnick
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA 161  A Cultural History of Japan  (1 Credit)
This course starts with two questions: What is cultural history? Has there been just one culture in the history of the Japanese isles? The course 
considers cultural features of the prehistoric Japanese isles and then explores the development of aristocratic, warrior, and mercantile cultures in 
premodern and early modern Japan, focusing on literature, the arts, and religion. The course then considers culture in modern Japan. How have the 
premodern arts informed the cultural development of modern Japan? How does popular culture reflect earlier cultural concerns while reformulating 
them in novel ways? The aim of the course is to promote critical engagement with Japanese cultures. Readings are in English, and no previous 
familiarity with Japanese culture is required.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C037, C046, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (History: Asia), (History: Modern), (History: Premodern)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): HIST 161, JPN 161
Instructor: Hanna McGaughey
Instructor Permission Required: No
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ASIA 171  Imperial China  (1 Credit)
An overview of Chinese civilization from the god-kings of the second millennium and the emergence of the Confucian familial state in the first 
millennium B.C.E., through the expansion of the hybrid Sino-foreign empires, to the revolutionary transformation of Chinese society by internal and 
external pressures in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C047, C050, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (CHI: Cultural), (History: Asia), (History: Early Modern), (History: Modern), (History: Premodern)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): HIST 171
Instructor: Wesley Chaney
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA 207  The Self and the World in Premodern Chinese Literature  (1 Credit)
What can premodern Chinese literature tell us about how to inhabit the world—about self and society, love and loss, beauty and time, truth and 
transcendence, and life’s manifold possibilities? This course explores these questions through a survey of its masterworks of poetry, drama, fiction 
and belles-lettres prose from ancient times to the nineteenth century. As we learn to appreciate these works, we will also investigate questions such 
as: how to approach a literary text? What is the role of translation in shaping our understanding? In what ways are the works we read products of their 
own times and places, and how do they speak to universal themes of human experience? All texts will be made available through English translation; 
no previous knowledge of Chinese language or literature is required.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: [W2]
Concentration(s): C033, C047, C051, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): CHI 207
Instructor: Zhenzhen Lu
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA 208  Religions in China  (1 Credit)
A study of the various religious traditions of China in their independence and interaction. The course focuses on the history, doctrines, and practices of 
Daoism, Confucianism, and schools of Mahayana Buddhism. Readings include basic texts and secondary sources.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C001, C002, C047, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (CHI: Cultural), (REL: Asian Religions)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): REL 208
Instructor: Alison Melnick
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA 215  Film, Literature, and the Cultures of Postwar Japan  (1 Credit)
From monster movies to abstract poetry, this course explores the diverse cultural currents running through Japan's era of high-speed growth during 
its dramatic economic recovery following the widespread destruction of World War II. Students examine some of the major literary, cinematic, and 
artistic movements of the period, their interrelationships, and their global reach and reception. Analysis of individual works considers broad thematic 
trends and choices made by postwar artists, including engagement with-or breaks from-the cultural and historical past; varying degrees of social 
engagement; and use of realism, experimentalism, or abstraction. Conducted in English.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C033, C046, C050, C053, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): JPN 215
Instructor: Justine Wiesinger
Instructor Permission Required: No
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ASIA 223  Communism, Capitalism, and Cannibalism: New and Emerging Voices in Chinese Literature  (1 Credit)
A survey of Chinese literature since 1911, including a wide range of fiction, poetry, and drama from mainland China and texts from the Chinese 
diaspora as well. Students gain a greater understanding of China's history and literary culture in three major periods: the May Fourth shift from 
traditional language and forms to vernacular literature; Socialist Realism and the Marxist theory of the first three decades of the People's Republic; 
and China's Reform Era, including expatriate authors like Ha Jin and China's two controversial Nobel Prize winners, Gao Xingjian and Moyan. 
Recommended background: AS/CI 207.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C033, C047, C053, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): CHI 223
Instructor: Nathan Faries
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA 224  Japanese Literature & Society  (1 Credit)
This course examines major trends in Japanese literature and society from its beginnings to the modern period. Students consider well-known stories, 
plays, and novels from the classical, medieval, early modern, and modern periods, placing each text within its unique sociohistorical context. All 
readings are in English.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: [W2]
Concentration(s): C033, C046, C050, C053, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): JPN 224
Instructor: Justine Wiesinger, Hanna McGaughey
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA 229  Film: Vietnam War Seen from Both Sides  (1 Credit)
What does war look like from opposing perspectives—and who has the power to shape its story? This course examines the Vietnam War through a 
selection of American and Vietnamese films, including both documentaries and feature works. From Hollywood productions to Vietnamese cinema, it 
explores how each side constructs narratives of conflict, memory, and identity, engaging themes such as ideology, propaganda, sacrifice, destruction, 
trauma, and reconciliation. Through screenings, readings, and discussions, students analyze how documentaries present lived experience and 
historical testimony, while feature films shape emotional understanding through narrative and visual language. By placing these perspectives in 
dialogue, the course challenges simplified accounts of the war and encourages a critical, comparative approach to history and media. Not open to 
students who have received credit for AVC s29 Modern Vietnamese Culture through Film.

Modes of Inquiry: None
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C019, C033, C053, C061, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (AVC: History and Criticism), (AVC: Non-Western Canon)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): AVC 229
Instructor: Trian Nguyen
Instructor Permission Required: No
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ASIA 230  Making Sense of East Asian Languages: History, Identity, and Power  (1 Credit)
From the histories of Chinese characters to the teaching and learning of languages, this course invites students to explore the histories, identities, 
and power dynamics surrounding the study of East Asian languages in the U.S. We consider such questions as: How Chinese are Chinese characters? 
What is the significance of using a character-based writing system compared to the alphabetic systems of many European languages? What roles 
have Chinese and Japanese languages played in shaping national identity, imperialism, and resistance to colonization? Who studies what languages 
in China, Japan, and the U.S. today–and why? Through hands-on activities such as calligraphy, analysis of primary source materials, reading-based 
discussions, and group projects, students will engage with and critically apply their understanding of the histories, identities, and political contexts of 
East Asian languages. Taught in English. Knowledge of Chinese or Japanese language is not required.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C014, C037, C046, C047, C096, C098
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): CHI 230, JPN 230
Instructor: Keiko Konoeda
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA 232  Samurai: Ethics, Gender, and Orientalism  (1 Credit)
Swords, honor, and cherry blossoms—or something more complicated? This course dives into the world of the samurai to uncover the truths behind 
the legends. We’ll ask what bushidō really meant, explore the lives of both male and female members of the warrior class, and untangle the power 
dynamics between shoguns and emperors. From civil wars to centuries of “Great Peace,” and from testing swords on passersby to inspiring global 
pop culture, students will challenge myths and discover how samurai shaped—and were reshaped by—history. This course is taught in English, and no 
Japanese language abilities are required.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (History: Asia), (History: Early Modern), (History: Premodern)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): GSS 232, HIST 233
Instructor: Hanna McGaughey
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA 234  Chinese Arts and Visual Culture  (1 Credit)
This course surveys Chinese visual cultures, from the Neolithic period to the modern era, with a focus on exemplary artworks and monumental 
landmarks within cultural contexts. The course studies close interrelationships and related issues among the contemporaneous developments 
in religion, philosophy, and government and society. Topics studying, readings and discussions enrich students to gain a good understanding and 
knowledge of Chinese cultural issues, artistic developments, theories of arts, questions of patronage, and traditional indigenous art forms. Principal 
objects studied include pottery, bronze vessels, ceramics, porcelain, lacquer ware, architecture, sculptures, landscape and figure painting, and 
calligraphy.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C033, C047, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (AVC: History and Criticism), (AVC: Non-Western Canon), (CHI: Cultural)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): AVC 234
Instructor: Trian Nguyen
Instructor Permission Required: No
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ASIA 236  Japanese Arts and Visual Culture  (1 Credit)
This course surveys the visual culture of Japan from its earliest periods to the present, emphasizing the role of art in cultural and historical 
development. It examines major artistic traditions within their social and cultural contexts, considering how works were produced, used, and valued. 
Selected works from each era include ceramics, architecture, sculpture, painting, narrative scrolls, calligraphy, Zen and decorative art. The course also 
addresses key themes: patronage, cultural exchanges, tradition and modernity, while helping students develop critical and historical understanding 
with an appreciation of Japanese art and visual culture.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C033, C046, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (AVC: History and Criticism), (AVC: Non-Western Canon), (JPN: Cultural)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): AVC 236
Instructor: Trian Nguyen
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA 239  From Qi to Chemistry: History of Science in China  (1 Credit)
This course provides an introduction to the study of science, technology, and medicine in Chinese history. Topics include cosmic resonance theory 
and alchemy; dragon bones and materia medica; acupuncture, herbal remedies, and early medical texts; astronomy, mathematics, and mechanical 
innovations; and the encounters between Chinese and Western science. We will examine not only shifting scientific practices but also the changing 
ways historians have understood, interpreted, and framed these practices. One premise of the course is that there is no single history of science, 
technology, or medicine. Using case studies across time, we will ask: What defines “science”? How do knowledge, culture, and society interact? And 
how can studying Chinese scientific history challenge or expand our global understanding of science? Recommended background: no language 
requirement.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C047, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (CHI: Cultural), (History: Asia), (History: Early Modern), (History: Modern), (History: Premodern)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): HIST 239
Instructor: Sarah Bramao-Ramos
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA 243  Buddhist Arts and Visual Cultures  (1 Credit)
The course offers an introduction to the study of Buddhist art and architecture. It provides a broad spectrum emerging from the early development of 
Buddhist images and architecture to the modern artworks expressing Buddhist ideas; from images served as devotional objects and narrative telling 
stories to sacred sites and religious monuments served as pilgrimage centers. The course starts by surveying Buddhist art and architecture in India, 
and then traces its dissemination and transformation to other regions in Asia. It offers a complex picture of Buddhist art, reflecting cultural diversity 
and forms, the role of art and architecture, devotion and meditation.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C001, C002, C033, C087, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (ASIA: Breadth), (AVC: History and Criticism), (AVC: Non-Western Canon), (CHI: Cultural), (JPN: Cultural)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): AVC 243
Instructor: Trian Nguyen
Instructor Permission Required: No
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ASIA 245  Architectural Monuments of Southeast Asia  (1 Credit)
This course examines two monumental architectural masterpieces of Southeast Asia: Borobudur and Angkor Wat. Built in stone, these enormous 
religious complexes stand among the most ambitious sacred structures in the world. The largest of its kind, Borobudur, an eighth-century Buddhist 
monument in central Java, is conceived as a cosmic mountain, stupa, and mandala. It comprises 504 stone Buddha images and more than 2,600 
narrative reliefs that illustrate key Buddhist teachings and stories. Angkor Wat is a twelfth-century Khmer temple dedicated to Vishnu and the largest 
Hindu monument in the world. Celebrated for its immense scale and intricately carved bas-reliefs drawn from Hindu epics, Angkor Wat represents 
the pinnacle of Khmer architectural achievement. Through close analysis of architecture, sculpture, and bas-relief, the course explores how these 
monuments articulate religious cosmology, assert political authority, and demonstrate extraordinary artistic ingenuity.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C002, C033, C057, C087, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (ASIA: Breadth), (AVC: History and Criticism), (AVC: Non-Western Canon), (AVC: Premodern)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): AVC 245
Instructor: Trian Nguyen
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA 246  Visual Narratives: Storytelling in East Asian Art  (1 Credit)
This course examines the important artistic tradition of narrative painting in China and Japan. Through study of visually narrative presentations of 
religious, historical, and popular stories, the course explores different contexts in which the works-tomb, wall, and scroll paintings-were produced. 
The course introduces various modes of visual analysis and art-historical contexts. Topics include narrative theory, text-image relationships, elite 
patronage, and gender representation.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C002, C033, C047, C061, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (ASIA: Breadth), (AVC: History and Criticism), (AVC: Non-Western Canon), (CHI: Cultural), (JPN: Cultural)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): AVC 246
Instructor: Trian Nguyen
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA 247  The Zen Art  (1 Credit)
This course explores the art and visual culture of Zen, focusing on how mindfulness, simplicity, and direct experience shape artistic expression. It 
examines the core aesthetic values of Zen—spontaneity, asymmetry, and an embrace of imperfection—and considers how these principles inform the 
creation and appreciation of art. The course also traces the historical development of Zen, introducing its foundational ideas and situating them within 
broader Buddhist traditions and East Asian cultural contexts. Through this framework, students will gain insight into the philosophical and spiritual 
dimensions that underlie Zen artistic practice. Topics include architecture, sculpture, gardens, and the applied arts, with attention to how each medium 
embodies Zen ways of seeing, making, and experiencing the world.

Modes of Inquiry: None
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C001, C002, C033, C061, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (ASIA: Breadth), (AVC: History and Criticism), (AVC: Non-Western Canon), (JPN: Cultural)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): AVC 247
Instructor: Trian Nguyen
Instructor Permission Required: No
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ASIA 249  The Hindu Tradition  (1 Credit)
This course examines Hindu rituals, practices, and doctrine with some consideration of their relation to Jainism and Indian Buddhism. Special 
attention is paid to the Vedas, Upanishads, and Bhagavad-Gita, as well as to the classical myths of Hinduism embodied in the Puranas, and to ritual 
and devotional practices. We also discuss the rise of Yoga in regions outside of South Asia. Students make use of primary and secondary texts as well 
as film and music.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C087, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (ASIA: Breadth), (REL: Asian Religions)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): REL 249
Instructor: Alison Melnick
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA 250  Buddhist Traditions  (1 Credit)
This course focuses on the doctrinal and social developments of Buddhism across a range of communities, from early Buddhism in India and the 
rise of various Buddhist schools of thought throughout Asia, up to modern Buddhist traditions as practiced in North America. The course considers 
how Buddhism has been (re)interpreted in each new location, and the role of rituals, meditation, and other forms of religious expression across the 
Buddhist world.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C001, C002, C087, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (ASIA: Breadth), (CHI: Cultural), (JPN: Cultural), (REL: Asian Religions)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): REL 250
Instructor: Alison Melnick
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA 251  Religions of Tibet  (1 Credit)
This course engages with a range of Tibetan religious practices, doctrine, and cultural contexts to better understand how Tibetan Buddhist and pre-
Buddhist Indigenous traditions have developed over time. This course attends to the history, doctrines, practices, literatures, historical and mythical 
figures, and communities of the different religious traditions that are expressed in the Tibetan Buddhist world, including monastic and tantric forms of 
Buddhism and pre-Buddhist religious practices. The relationships between religious and other social influence ethics are also explored.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C001, C002, C047, C087, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (ASIA: Breadth), (REL: Asian Religions)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): REL 251
Instructor: Alison Melnick
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA 260  Cultural Psychology  (1 Credit)
This course provides an introduction to the theoretical perspectives and research findings of cultural psychology, with an emphasis on comparisons 
between North American and East Asian cultural groups. Topics include defining culture as a topic of psychological inquiry; the methods of 
conducting cross-cultural research; the debate between universality versus cultural specificity of psychological processes; acculturation and 
multiculturalism; and cultural influences on thought, emotion, motivation, personality, and social behavior. Prerequisite(s): PSYC 101.

Modes of Inquiry: [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C030, C031, C053, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (ASIA: Breadth)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): PSYC 260
Instructor: Helen Boucher
Instructor Permission Required: No
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ASIA 274  China in Revolution  (1 Credit)
Modern China's century of revolutions, from the disintegration of the traditional empire in the late nineteenth century, through the twentieth-century 
attempts at reconstruction, to the tenuous stability of the post-Maoist regime.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C047, C053, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (CHI: Cultural), (History: Asia), (History: Modern)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): HIST 274
Instructor: Wesley Chaney
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA 283  International Politics of East Asia  (1 Credit)
This course examines the sources of conflict and cooperation in international relations and assesses competing theoretical explanations for key 
events in East Asia after World War II. East Asia is home to one fifth of the global population and hosts three nuclear weapons states, three virtually 
nuclear powers, and two of the world’s largest economies. As it experiences a major shift in the balance of power, its trajectory and implications for the 
rest of the world remain uncertain, but this course helps students learn how to make use of existing theories and analytical tools to make predictions 
for the future of East Asia. Recommended background: PLTC 171.

Modes of Inquiry: [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C053, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (ASIA: Breadth)
Class Restriction: Not open to: First Year students
Cross-listed Course(s): PLTC 283
Instructor: Mayumi Fukushima
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA 287  Chinese Drama and Storytelling  (1 Credit)
This course provides an introduction to the vibrant traditions of Chinese drama and storytelling. What can stories and plays tell us about the worlds 
from which they came? How do retellings and adaptations make new meaning? While learning to read the texts as literary works, we will also pay 
attention to their lives in performance. The first half of the course is devoted to traditional Chinese storytelling and dramatic literature of the 14th to 
19th centuries and the social, historical, and cultural contexts in which they arose; the second half focuses on their continued reimagings in the 20th 
century and the intertwined lives of literature, stage and screen.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [CP]
Writing Credit: [W2]
Concentration(s): C019, C033, C047, C050, C053, C061, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): CHI 287, THEA 287
Instructor: Zhenzhen Lu
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA 301F  Half the Sky: Women in Chinese History  (1 Credit)
What did China’s history of turmoil, revolution, and transformation look like for women? How was the female body conceptualized in early China? What 
did it mean to be a “good” Confucian woman in the Ming and Qing, or a “new woman” in the Republican era? How did Maoist ideals reshape gender, 
and how did both men and women write about it? This seminar critically examines representations of Chinese women and gender across time, using 
historical, literary, and scholarly texts. Students will explore a wide range of sources, from philosophy to film, and engage with the voices of women 
from different periods and backgrounds. Together, we will analyze how ideas about women were constructed, contested, and repurposed, and how 
historians work to recover them. The course provides a distinctly gendered perspective on Chinese history and develops a cross-cultural approach to 
the study of gender. Recommended background: knowledge of Chinese is not required; some prior knowledge of Chinese history is recommended.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: [W2]
Concentration(s): C047, C050, C053, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (CHI: Cultural), (History: Asia), (History: Modern)
Class Restriction: Not open to: First Year students
Cross-listed Course(s): GSS 301F, HIST 301F
Instructor: Sarah Bramao-Ramos
Instructor Permission Required: No



10  Asian Studies

ASIA 302  Environmental History of China  (1 Credit)
This course investigates the deep historical roots of China's contemporary environmental dilemmas. From the Three Gorges Dam to persistent 
smog, a full understanding of the environment in China must reckon with millennia-old relationships between human and natural systems. In this 
course students explore the advent of grain agriculture, religious understandings of nature, the impact of bureaucratic states, and the environmental 
dimensions of imperial expansion as well as the nature of kinship and demographic change. The course concludes by turning to the socialist 
"conquest" of nature in the 1950s and 1960s and China's post-1980s fate.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: [W2]
Concentration(s): C047, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (CHI: Cultural), (History: Asia), (History: Early Modern), (History: Modern), (History: Premodern)
Class Restriction: Not open to: First Year students
Cross-listed Course(s): ENVR 311, HIST 301S
Instructor: Wesley Chaney
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA 308  Buddhist Texts in Translation  (1 Credit)
This seminar involves the close reading and discussion of a number of texts representing a variety of Buddhist traditions. Emphasis is placed on 
reading across genres, which include canonical sutras, commentarial exegeses, modern-day texts for lay practitioners, philosophical treatises, and 
popular legends. Prerequisite(s): one course in religious studies.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: [W2]
Concentration(s): C001, C002, C033, C087, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (ASIA: Breadth), (CHI: Cultural), (JPN: Cultural), (REL: Asian Religions)
Class Restriction: Not open to: First Year students
Cross-listed Course(s): REL 308
Instructor: Alison Melnick
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA 320  Advanced Seminar: Current Research on Asia  (1 Credit)
What are scholars teaching us about Asia today? How do scholars in different fields of Asian Studies approach topics and present their research 
to an audience in distinct ways? What is Asian Studies, and what are the origins of this discipline? In this advanced seminar, students read recently 
published scholarship about Asia, representing a variety of scholarly fields and research methods (History, Literature, Religion, Art, Economics, and 
others). They discuss the subject matter and methodology behind that research with several guest professors. Students work through all the stages of 
writing their own original research project: generating ideas, narrowing to a topic, making initial inquiry research, evaluating sources, writing a formal 
proposal, drafting, editing, receiving comments from readers, and revising. This work helps students find the research methodology, writing style, and 
academic mentors at Bates best suit their research interests. Open to Juniors and Seniors only.

Modes of Inquiry: None
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C050, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: Not open to: First Year or Sophomore students
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor Permission Required: No
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ASIA 343  Geopolitics of Rising Powers: BRICS and Beyond  (1 Credit)
After the fall of the Soviet Union and the emergence of the United States as the sole superpower, scholars began foreseeing the emergence of a 
multipolar world in which rising powers would gain relative economic and political importance. This course analyzes the rise of the BRICS coalition 
(Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) within a global political economy framework. Topics include the BRICS institutions, differences among 
its members, antagonisms with Western coalitions, the new scramble for Africa, and frameworks for analyzing the coalition. Questions that motivate 
the course include: What does the BRICS group represent for US power at the global scale? In which areas may it be defying or complementing the 
US-led global liberal order (e.g., liberal trade regime, dollar hegemony, role of the IMF & World Bank)? Does the rise and expansion of the BRICS (now 
including Iran, Egypt, Ethiopia & the UAE) represent an authoritarian threat to a global order led by democracies? Prerequisite(s): PLTC 122, 123, 125, 
171, 213, 222, or 225.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: [W2]
Concentration(s): C014, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: Not open to: First Year students
Cross-listed Course(s): LALS 343, PLTC 343
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA 348  Epics of Asia: Myth and Religion  (1 Credit)
This course considers the intersection of religion and society in Asia through the lens of popular Asian myths. Students examine how religious 
doctrine, ideals, and art have influenced the creation and interpretation of this unique narrative form, while also learning about specific Asian 
traditions. Close study of several tales, including narratives from India, China, and Tibet, include reading texts in translation as well as viewing 
cinematic and theatrical representations of myths intended for popular audiences. Students explore the dialogic process of myth by creating their own 
modern versions of one text.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: [W2]
Concentration(s): C001, C002, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (ASIA: Breadth), (CHI: Cultural), (JPN: Cultural), (REL: Asian Religions)
Class Restriction: Not open to: First Year students
Cross-listed Course(s): REL 348
Instructor: Alison Melnick
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA 360  Independent Study  (1 Credit)
Students, in consultation with a faculty advisor, individually design and plan a course of study or research not offered in the curriculum. Course work 
includes a reflective component, evaluation, and completion of an agreed-upon product. Sponsorship by a faculty member in the program/department, 
a course prospectus, and permission of the chair are required. Students may register for no more than one independent study per semester.

Modes of Inquiry: None
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA 457  Senior Thesis  (1 Credit)
An extended research project on a topic relevant to East Asian society and culture that adopts one or more of the disciplinary approaches represented 
in the Asian studies curriculum. Students register for 457 in the fall semester or for 458 in the winter semester unless the Asian studies program 
committee gives approval for a two-semester project. Majors invited to pursue honors register for 457 and 458, contingent on the approval of the 
program committee.

Modes of Inquiry: None
Writing Credit: [W3]
Concentration(s): C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: Not open to: First Year, Sophomore, or Junior students
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor Permission Required: No
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ASIA 458  Senior Thesis  (1 Credit)
An extended research project on a topic relevant to East Asian society and culture that adopts one or more of the disciplinary approaches represented 
in the Asian Studies curriculum. Students register for 457 in the fall semester or for 458 in the winter semester unless the Asian studies program 
committee gives approval for a two-semester project. Majors invited to pursue honors register for 457 and 458, contingent on the approval of the 
program committee.

Modes of Inquiry: None
Writing Credit: [W3]
Concentration(s): C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: Not open to: First Year, Sophomore, or Junior students
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA S11  The Structure of Japanese and Acquisition  (0.5 Credits)
This course explores structural features of Japanese and the actual use of the language in societal/cultural contexts, discussing them in relation 
to the acquisition of the language primarily by adult second language learners. Through class materials, the structural properties of Japanese and 
a theoretical framework of second language acquisition will be introduced. The course involves a collective project in which students identify a 
phenomenon in or a certain aspect of the Japanese language, examining how they are acquired by learners and/or how they are taught in language 
classrooms or textbooks. The goal of this course is for students to deepen their understanding of the Japanese language and to reflect upon 
themselves as speakers/learners of the language. Prerequisite(s): JPN 101, or instructor permission.

Modes of Inquiry: None
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C043, C046, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): JPN S11
Instructor: Ayumi Nobuki
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA S12  Games from Chinese History: Chinese History through Games  (0.5 Credits)
What does it mean to play, and how can play help us understand the past? This course explores the history of games in China and how we can use 
games to represent history. In the first half of the class, we’ll play games that were central to Chinese cultural life, including go (weiqi), mahjong, 
and competitive riddle-making. We’ll use these to investigate questions of social hierarchy, leisure, gender, and value systems in premodern China. 
In the second half, we’ll study (and play) board games and digital games and engage in a class-wide role-play simulation based on Chinese history, 
examining how game designers translate historical processes into mechanics and how games promote (or distort) historical arguments. By the 
end of class, students will have designed an original game in groups. This class is hands-on, and much of the learning will come through play itself: 
competition, collaboration, and the challenge of experimenting with how games can model the past. No prior knowledge of Chinese history is required.

Modes of Inquiry: [CP], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): HIST S12
Instructor: Sarah Bramao-Ramos
Instructor Permission Required: No
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ASIA S14  Japanomania: Europe’s Cultural Obsession with Japan, from Marco Polo to Wim Wenders  (0.5 Credits)
This short term course traces Europeans’ fascination with Japan from the 13th century to the present, examining how Japan has been perceived 
and appropriated within European culture. Students explore travel accounts, art, literature, fashion, film, and media to understand the evolution of 
European-Japanese cultural relations. Topics include early encounters through Marco Polo and Jesuit missionaries, Japanese influence on European 
art movements, and the reception of anime and manga in contemporary Europe. The course analyzes how Europeans’ constructions of Japan reflect 
Orientalist discourses, while also examining Japan's self-image and reciprocal Occidentalist view of European culture. From a historical perspective, 
students will identify patterns in European attitudes toward Japan, using frameworks from cultural studies and postcolonial theory to analyze the 
dynamics of cross-cultural exchange between Europe and Japan.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C046, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): EUS S14
Instructor: David George
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA S17  Global Chinese Food  (0.5 Credits)
What makes a "Chinese" meal? From dumplings in Shandong to chop suey in California, the meanings and flavors of “Chinese” food are hardly 
uniform. In this course, students explore-and taste their way through-the diverse ways of producing, preparing, and consuming "Chinese" foods. They 
focus especially on unique historical contexts and global patterns of migration, reflecting on what food and food culture might reveal about issues 
of authenticity, identity, gender, race, class, and memory. They consider these topics not only through textual and visual sources, but through oral 
interviews, hands-on cooking demonstrations, and taste tests.

Modes of Inquiry: None
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (CHI: Cultural), (History: Asia), (History: Modern)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): HIST S17
Instructor: Wesley Chaney
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA S19  From Kimono to Indigo: Japanese Textiles, Cultural Appropriation, and Sustainability  (0.5 Credits)
The course will cover historical dress, (cross)gendered dressing, the levels of formality and seasonal patterns using a selection of vintage kimono. We 
will engage in kimono dressing, the visible mending technique sashiko, and the practice of preserving textiles with indigo dye. In addition, the course 
will address the issues related to Orientalism, cultural appropriation, and sustainability.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [CP]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C028, C046, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (AVC: History and Criticism)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): AVC S19, JPN S19, THEA S19
Instructor: Hanna McGaughey
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA S20  Philosophy of the Body  (0.5 Credits)
What is the relationship between mind, spirit, and body? What constitutes the boundaries between health and illness? Traditional Chinese philosophy 
and contemporary science and medicine have very different answers to these questions. In this course, students explore conceptions of the body in 
diverse contexts, with readings drawn from the fields of literature, philosophy, and the history of science. In the spirit of embodied practice, the course 
combines seminar discussions with weekly practicums in the Chinese martial arts tradition of xinyi (“heart and mind”).

Modes of Inquiry: [AC]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C027, C033, C047, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): CHI S20
Instructor: Zhenzhen Lu
Instructor Permission Required: No
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ASIA S23  Studying Asian Art in the Bates College Museum Collection  (0.5 Credits)
This course studies the major collections of more than 200 pieces of Asian art in the Bates College Museum of Art. They represent cultural richness 
and diversity in medium, and artistic expression, from the seventeenth century to the present in Asia. The course focuses on the art of shaman ritual 
objects from Southern China and Vietnam, on the popular images of the Japanese Ukiyo-e woodblock prints and the painting of flowers, birds, and 
water creatures from the Edo period, and on political propaganda posters from the mainland China. The course a) provides students with the first-hand 
experiences of viewing real objects in the museum; b) offers students the underpinned cultural contexts and original functions, meanings, purposes, 
and aesthetic concepts; c) helps students practice writing museum pamphlets and a short catalogue. Moreover, the museum’s director and curators 
assist in facilitating the course to achieve its goals and objectives.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (ASIA: Breadth), (AVC: History and Criticism), (AVC: Non-Western Canon), (CHI: Cultural)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): AVC S23
Instructor: Trian Nguyen
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA S26  The Buddhist Himalaya: Religion in Ladakh  (0.5 Credits)
In this course, students learn about religious practice through firsthand interaction with traditionally Buddhist communities in rural and urban Ladakh, 
India. Students conduct ethnographic fieldwork relating to modern Buddhist practice, and examine these practices from historical, archeological, and 
literary perspectives. They observe rituals, interview practitioners, and participate in the daily life of the Buddhist community. This course includes a 
significant community-engaged learning component. Prerequisite(s): one course focused on Buddhism.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C001, C002, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (ASIA: Breadth), (REL: Asian Religions)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): REL S26
Instructor: Alison Melnick
Instructor Permission Required: Yes

ASIA S28  From Shangri-la to Radical Dharma: Buddhism in North America  (0.5 Credits)
How did Buddhism first come to North America? How has it changed since its arrival? This course examines the development of Buddhism in the 
Americas since the nineteenth century. Students discuss different paths of Buddhist traditions from Asia to North America, and the ways that newly 
arrived Buddhists, and adopters of the tradition, have changed the face of what it means to be "Buddhist" in the "West." They consider shifting self-
identification with the tradition, both among convert groups and in historically Buddhist communities, and the role of race and gender in the religion's 
development in the twenty-first century. The course includes brief trips to Dharma centers in New England as well as a "digital religion" component and 
several film screenings. Prerequisite(s): one of the following: REL 110, GS/RE 311, AS/RE 208, 248, 249, 250, 251, 308, or s26.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C001, C002, C096, C098
Department/Program Attribute(s): (ASIA: Breadth), (REL: Asian Religions)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): REL S28
Instructor: Alison Melnick
Instructor Permission Required: No

ASIA S50  Independent Study  (0.5 Credits)
Students, in consultation with a faculty advisor, individually design and plan a course of study or research not offered in the curriculum. Course work 
includes a reflective component, evaluation, and completion of an agreed-upon product. Sponsorship by a faculty member in the program/department, 
a course prospectus, and permission of the chair are required. Students may register for no more than one independent study per semester.

Modes of Inquiry: None
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor Permission Required: No
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ASIA S51A  Short Term Innovative Pedagogy: Designing Sociolinguistics of East Asian Languages  (0.5 Credits)
In this Short Term Innovative Pedagogy course, students contribute to the design of key activities for a new course: Critical Sociolinguistics of East 
Asian Languages. The course topics include the shared and distinct histories of writing systems in Chinese, Japanese, and other Asian cultures; 
the relationships between nation-states and named languages in modern times; the power and privileges associated with colonial and standardized 
languages; the dominance of English in post-war East Asia; and the history of Chinese and Japanese language study in the United States. Students 
will first engage with these topics through foundational readings and discussions, then explore various activity and assignment types from the 
literature on inclusive pedagogy, and design recommended activities for selected course topics that invite a wide variety of students into the study of 
East Asian languages. Recommended background: Any one course in ASIA, CHI, JPN, FYS 491, FYS 501, FYS 564, or FYS 543.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (ASIA: Breadth), (JPN: Cultural)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor: Keiko Konoeda
Instructor Permission Required: Yes

Chinese Courses
CHI 101  Beginning Chinese I  (1 Credit)
An introduction to spoken and written modern Chinese. Conversation and comprehension exercises in the classroom and laboratory provide practice 
in pronunciation and the use of basic patterns of speech.

Modes of Inquiry: [CP], [GL]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C044, C047
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor: Nathan Faries
Instructor Permission Required: No

CHI 102  Beginning Chinese II  (1 Credit)
A continuation of CHI 101 with increasing emphasis on the recognition of Chinese characters. By the conclusion of this course, students know more 
than one quarter of the characters expected of an educated Chinese person. Classes, conducted increasingly in Chinese, stress sentence patterns that 
facilitate both speaking and reading..

Modes of Inquiry: [CP], [GL]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C044, C047
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor: Nathan Faries
Instructor Permission Required: No

CHI 201  Intermediate Chinese I  (1 Credit)
Designed to enable students to converse in everyday Chinese and to read simple texts in Chinese. Classes conducted primarily in Chinese aim at 
further development of overall language proficiency.

Modes of Inquiry: [CP], [GL]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C044, C047, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor: Li-Ping Miao, Nathan Faries
Instructor Permission Required: No
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CHI 202  Intermediate Chinese II  (1 Credit)
A continuation of CHI 201.

Modes of Inquiry: [CP], [GL]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C044, C047, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor: Li-Ping Miao, Nathan Faries
Instructor Permission Required: No

CHI 207  The Self and the World in Premodern Chinese Literature  (1 Credit)
What can premodern Chinese literature tell us about how to inhabit the world—about self and society, love and loss, beauty and time, truth and 
transcendence, and life’s manifold possibilities? This course explores these questions through a survey of its masterworks of poetry, drama, fiction 
and belles-lettres prose from ancient times to the nineteenth century. As we learn to appreciate these works, we will also investigate questions such 
as: how to approach a literary text? What is the role of translation in shaping our understanding? In what ways are the works we read products of their 
own times and places, and how do they speak to universal themes of human experience? All texts will be made available through English translation; 
no previous knowledge of Chinese language or literature is required.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: [W2]
Concentration(s): C033, C047, C051, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): ASIA 207
Instructor: Zhenzhen Lu
Instructor Permission Required: No

CHI 223  Communism, Capitalism, and Cannibalism: New and Emerging Voices in Chinese Literature  (1 Credit)
A survey of Chinese literature since 1911, including a wide range of fiction, poetry, and drama from mainland China and texts from the Chinese 
diaspora as well. Students gain a greater understanding of China's history and literary culture in three major periods: the May Fourth shift from 
traditional language and forms to vernacular literature; Socialist Realism and the Marxist theory of the first three decades of the People's Republic; 
and China's Reform Era, including expatriate authors like Ha Jin and China's two controversial Nobel Prize winners, Gao Xingjian and Moyan. 
Recommended background: AS/CI 207.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C033, C047, C053, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): ASIA 223
Instructor: Nathan Faries
Instructor Permission Required: No

CHI 230  Making Sense of East Asian Languages: History, Identity, and Power  (1 Credit)
From the histories of Chinese characters to the teaching and learning of languages, this course invites students to explore the histories, identities, 
and power dynamics surrounding the study of East Asian languages in the U.S. We consider such questions as: How Chinese are Chinese characters? 
What is the significance of using a character-based writing system compared to the alphabetic systems of many European languages? What roles 
have Chinese and Japanese languages played in shaping national identity, imperialism, and resistance to colonization? Who studies what languages 
in China, Japan, and the U.S. today–and why? Through hands-on activities such as calligraphy, analysis of primary source materials, reading-based 
discussions, and group projects, students will engage with and critically apply their understanding of the histories, identities, and political contexts of 
East Asian languages. Taught in English. Knowledge of Chinese or Japanese language is not required.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C014, C037, C046, C047, C096, C098
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): ASIA 230, JPN 230
Instructor: Keiko Konoeda
Instructor Permission Required: No
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CHI 287  Chinese Drama and Storytelling  (1 Credit)
This course provides an introduction to the vibrant traditions of Chinese drama and storytelling. What can stories and plays tell us about the worlds 
from which they came? How do retellings and adaptations make new meaning? While learning to read the texts as literary works, we will also pay 
attention to their lives in performance. The first half of the course is devoted to traditional Chinese storytelling and dramatic literature of the 14th to 
19th centuries and the social, historical, and cultural contexts in which they arose; the second half focuses on their continued reimagings in the 20th 
century and the intertwined lives of literature, stage and screen.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [CP]
Writing Credit: [W2]
Concentration(s): C019, C033, C047, C050, C053, C061, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): ASIA 287, THEA 287
Instructor: Zhenzhen Lu
Instructor Permission Required: No

CHI 301  Upper-Level Modern Chinese I  (1 Credit)
Designed for students who already have a strong background in spoken Chinese, the course gives an intensive review of the essentials of grammar 
and phonology, introduces a larger vocabulary and a variety of sentence patterns, improves conversational and auditory skills, and develops some 
proficiency in reading and writing. The course makes extensive use of short texts (both literary and nonfictional) and some films. Classes are 
conducted primarily in Chinese.

Modes of Inquiry: [CP], [GL]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C044, C047, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor: Li-Ping Miao
Instructor Permission Required: No

CHI 302  Upper-Level Modern Chinese II  (1 Credit)
A continuation of CHI 301.

Modes of Inquiry: [CP], [GL]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C044, C047, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor: Li-Ping Miao
Instructor Permission Required: No

CHI 360  Independent Study  (1 Credit)
Students, in consultation with a faculty advisor, individually design and plan a course of study or research not offered in the curriculum. Course work 
includes a reflective component, evaluation, and completion of an agreed-upon product. Sponsorship by a faculty member in the program/department, 
a course prospectus, and permission of the chair are required. Students may register for no more than one independent study per semester.

Modes of Inquiry: [GL]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor Permission Required: No
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CHI 401  Advanced Chinese  (1 Credit)
This course is designed to enhance students' proficiency in Mandarin Chinese in all areas of reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Students develop 
confidence in their ability to narrate, describe, and articulate their opinions while engaging with a range of topics on Chinese culture and society. 
Recommended background: three years of college-level Mandarin or permission of the instructor.

Modes of Inquiry: [CP], [GL]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C044, C047, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: Not open to: First Year students
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor: Zhenzhen Lu
Instructor Permission Required: No

CHI 415  Readings in Classical Chinese  (1 Credit)
A foundational course in classical Chinese through reading and translating a range of literary, historical and philosophical texts from early and 
medieval China. Readings may include excerpts from the Analects, Mencius, Laozi, Zhuangzi, Tang-Song prose, poetry, and short stories. Grammar and 
syntax of classical Chinese are covered. Recommended preparation: CHI 201 or other previous familiarity with the Chinese writing system (such as 
through Japanese).

Modes of Inquiry: [GL], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C033, C044, C047, C051, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor: Zhenzhen Lu
Instructor Permission Required: No

CHI 450  Special Topics in Advanced Chinese  (1 Credit)
An advanced content-based language course that enhances proficiency in Mandarin through engagement with specialized topics. Each semester that 
the course is offered presents a different focus; past topics have included contemporary Chinese short-short stories and creative writing. Through 
furthering skills acquired in earlier stages of language learning, we seek to acquire the tools and habits necessary for future independent explorations 
of Chinese language and culture. The course may be repeated for credit with instructor permission.

Modes of Inquiry: [CP], [GL]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C033, C044, C047, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: Not open to: First Year students
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor: Zhenzhen Lu, Li-Ping Miao
Instructor Permission Required: No

CHI 457  Senior Thesis  (1 Credit)
An extended research project on a topic in Chinese literature, culture, or language utilizing some source materials in Chinese. Qualified students may, 
with approval of the Committee on Asian Studies, choose to write the thesis in Chinese. Students register for 457 in the fall semester or for 458 in the 
winter semester unless the committee gives approval for a two-semester project. Majors invited to pursue honors register for 457 and 458, contingent 
on the approval of the committee.

Modes of Inquiry: None
Writing Credit: [W3]
Concentration(s): C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: Not open to: First Year, Sophomore, or Junior students
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor Permission Required: No
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CHI 458  Senior Thesis  (1 Credit)
An extended research project on a topic in Chinese literature, culture, or language utilizing some source materials in Chinese. Qualified students may, 
with approval of the Committee on Asian Studies, choose to write the thesis in Chinese. Students register for 457 in the fall semester or for 458 in the 
winter semester unless the committee gives approval for a two-semester project. Majors invited to pursue honors register for 457 and 458, contingent 
on the approval of the committee.

Modes of Inquiry: None
Writing Credit: [W3]
Concentration(s): C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: Not open to: First Year, Sophomore, or Junior students
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor Permission Required: No

CHI S20  Philosophy of the Body  (0.5 Credits)
What is the relationship between mind, spirit, and body? What constitutes the boundaries between health and illness? Traditional Chinese philosophy 
and contemporary science and medicine have very different answers to these questions. In this course, students explore conceptions of the body in 
diverse contexts, with readings drawn from the fields of literature, philosophy, and the history of science. In the spirit of embodied practice, the course 
combines seminar discussions with weekly practicums in the Chinese martial arts tradition of xinyi (“heart and mind”).

Modes of Inquiry: [AC]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C027, C033, C047, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): ASIA S20
Instructor: Zhenzhen Lu
Instructor Permission Required: No

CHI S21  Chinese Language, Culture, Health, and Chinese Traditional Medicine  (0.5 Credits)
Students undertake four weeks of intensive Chinese language study while they gain knowledge in traditional Chinese medicine, focusing on rural 
health and healing in Kunming, Yunnan Province, China. Language courses focus on the rapid improvement of comprehension, speaking, reading, 
and writing skills. Lectures on traditional Chinese medicine address acupuncture, Moxibustion, and cupping. Students learn to make herbal tea and 
experience Chinese foot massage. These studies are complemented by field trips to famous historical sites including those in Beijing and Xian.

Modes of Inquiry: [GL]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C047, C065, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor: Li-Ping Miao
Instructor Permission Required: No

CHI S50  Independent Study  (0.5 Credits)
Students, in consultation with a faculty advisor, individually design and plan a course of study or research not offered in the curriculum. Course work 
includes a reflective component, evaluation, and completion of an agreed-upon product. Sponsorship by a faculty member in the program/department, 
a course prospectus, and permission of the chair are required. Students may register for no more than one independent study during a Short Term.

Modes of Inquiry: [GL]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor Permission Required: No
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Japanese Courses
JPN 101  Beginning Japanese I  (1 Credit)
An introduction to the basics of spoken and written Japanese as a foundation for advanced study and proficiency in the language. Fundamental 
patterns of grammar and syntax are introduced together with a practical, functional vocabulary. Mastery of the katakana and hiragana syllabaries, as 
well as approximately seventy written characters, introduces students to the beauty of written Japanese.

Modes of Inquiry: [CP], [GL]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C043, C046
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor Permission Required: No

JPN 102  Beginning Japanese II  (1 Credit)
A continuation of JPN 101, this course is normally taken immediately following JPN 101 in order to provide a yearlong introduction to the language. 
Through dynamic exercises carried out inside and outside the classroom, students extend their proficiency in speaking, listening, reading, and writing 
in Japanese. An additional seventy written characters are introduced. Prerequisite(s): JPN 101.

Modes of Inquiry: [CP], [GL]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C043, C046
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor Permission Required: No

JPN 109  Anime: Shojo and Society in Japanese Animation  (1 Credit)
Some refer to shojo animation as "girls' anime," but the figure of the shojo--an adolescent somewhere between girlhood and womanhood, has a 
complex role in Japanese storytelling and society. Who is the shojo? Is the shojo a "third gender?" Does the shojo hold a special role compared with 
other age and gender categories? Why is the shojo so often chosen as a figure who confronts social crises or bridges social gaps? This class will 
explore the age and gender category known as "shojo" primarily through the lens of animation, but occasionally making use of literature and manga 
as well. The class will focus on how adolescent girls in Japanese animation interact with social problems and crises such as gender role limitations, 
environmental crisis, natural disaster, and urbanization.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C046, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): ASIA 109, GSS 109
Instructor: Justine Wiesinger
Instructor Permission Required: No

JPN 130  Japanese Horror Film: Silent Era to Present  (1 Credit)
Horror films are a familiar pop-culture touchstone, and many Americans are somewhat familiar with horror films from Japan. To deepen their 
appreciation of such films, students consider Japanese horror films in the context of genre theory and cinematic, psychological, social, political, 
and artistic elements. Students have the opportunity to think critically about popular films: What intellectual and artistic value do we find in genre 
films? How do we evaluate the claims of film scholars? Students also explore theory related to both filmic expression and horror themes, including 
psychoanalytic theory, feminist theory, film theory, and trauma theory. What does horror film say about the social, temporal, and cultural context from 
which it emerges? What does horror film say about filmmaking itself? How are formal filmic techniques used to express and induce fear and anxiety? 
No prior familiarity with Japan is required. Conducted in English.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C019, C033, C046, C053, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): ASIA 130
Instructor: Justine Wiesinger
Instructor Permission Required: No
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JPN 161  A Cultural History of Japan  (1 Credit)
This course starts with two questions: What is cultural history? Has there been just one culture in the history of the Japanese isles? The course 
considers cultural features of the prehistoric Japanese isles and then explores the development of aristocratic, warrior, and mercantile cultures in 
premodern and early modern Japan, focusing on literature, the arts, and religion. The course then considers culture in modern Japan. How have the 
premodern arts informed the cultural development of modern Japan? How does popular culture reflect earlier cultural concerns while reformulating 
them in novel ways? The aim of the course is to promote critical engagement with Japanese cultures. Readings are in English, and no previous 
familiarity with Japanese culture is required.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C037, C046, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (History: Asia), (History: Modern), (History: Premodern)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): ASIA 161, HIST 161
Instructor: Hanna McGaughey
Instructor Permission Required: No

JPN 201  Intermediate Japanese I  (1 Credit)
A continuation of JPN 102, the course stresses the acquisition of new and more complex spoken patterns, vocabulary building, and increasing 
knowledge of cultural context through role play, video, and varied reading materials. Approximately seventy-five new written characters are introduced. 
A range of oral as well as written projects and exercises provides a realistic context for language use. Prerequisite(s): JPN 102.

Modes of Inquiry: [CP], [GL]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C043, C046, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor Permission Required: No

JPN 202  Intermediate Japanese II  (1 Credit)
A continuation of JPN 201, this course is normally taken immediately following JPN 201. It stresses further acquisition of complex spoken patterns, 
vocabulary and cultural knowledge through exercises in culturally realistic contexts. Students extend proficiency in the written language through 
writing projects and the introduction of approximately seventy-five new characters. Prerequisite(s): JPN 201.

Modes of Inquiry: [CP], [GL]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C043, C046, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor Permission Required: No

JPN 215  Film, Literature, and the Cultures of Postwar Japan  (1 Credit)
From monster movies to abstract poetry, this course explores the diverse cultural currents running through Japan's era of high-speed growth during 
its dramatic economic recovery following the widespread destruction of World War II. Students examine some of the major literary, cinematic, and 
artistic movements of the period, their interrelationships, and their global reach and reception. Analysis of individual works considers broad thematic 
trends and choices made by postwar artists, including engagement with-or breaks from-the cultural and historical past; varying degrees of social 
engagement; and use of realism, experimentalism, or abstraction. Conducted in English.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C033, C046, C050, C053, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): ASIA 215
Instructor: Justine Wiesinger
Instructor Permission Required: No
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JPN 224  Japanese Literature & Society  (1 Credit)
This course examines major trends in Japanese literature and society from its beginnings to the modern period. Students consider well-known stories, 
plays, and novels from the classical, medieval, early modern, and modern periods, placing each text within its unique sociohistorical context. All 
readings are in English.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: [W2]
Concentration(s): C033, C046, C050, C053, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): ASIA 224
Instructor: Justine Wiesinger, Hanna McGaughey
Instructor Permission Required: No

JPN 230  Making Sense of East Asian Languages: History, Identity, and Power  (1 Credit)
From the histories of Chinese characters to the teaching and learning of languages, this course invites students to explore the histories, identities, 
and power dynamics surrounding the study of East Asian languages in the U.S. We consider such questions as: How Chinese are Chinese characters? 
What is the significance of using a character-based writing system compared to the alphabetic systems of many European languages? What roles 
have Chinese and Japanese languages played in shaping national identity, imperialism, and resistance to colonization? Who studies what languages 
in China, Japan, and the U.S. today–and why? Through hands-on activities such as calligraphy, analysis of primary source materials, reading-based 
discussions, and group projects, students will engage with and critically apply their understanding of the histories, identities, and political contexts of 
East Asian languages. Taught in English. Knowledge of Chinese or Japanese language is not required.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C014, C037, C046, C047, C096, C098
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): ASIA 230, CHI 230
Instructor: Keiko Konoeda
Instructor Permission Required: No

JPN 305  Upper Intermediate Japanese  (1 Credit)
A continuation of JPN 202, this course completes the introduction of essential Japanese syntactic forms and sentence patterns and prepares 
students to read, write, and discuss a range of texts in Japanese. Students continue development of oral skills through culturally realistic exercises 
involving a range of topics. Emphasis is placed on increased competence in the written language. Prerequisite(s): JPN 202.

Modes of Inquiry: [CP], [GL]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C043, C046, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor Permission Required: No

JPN 350  Topics in Advanced Japanese  (1 Credit)
Through the discussion and study of literary and non-literary texts on topics of student interest, faculty expertise, and current event, the course seeks 
to utilize, develop, and integrate skills acquired in the earlier stages of language learning. Through class presentations and discussion students 
further develop oral skills and expand their understanding of Japanese culture. Students may repeat the course for credit with instructor permission. 
Prerequisite(s): JPN 302 or 305.

Modes of Inquiry: [CP], [GL]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C043, C046, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor Permission Required: No
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JPN 360  Independent Study  (1 Credit)
Students, in consultation with a faculty advisor, individually design and plan a course of study or research not offered in the curriculum. Course work 
includes a reflective component, evaluation, and completion of an agreed-upon product. Sponsorship by a faculty member in the program/department, 
a course prospectus, and permission of the chair are required. Students may register for no more than one independent study per semester.

Modes of Inquiry: None
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor Permission Required: No

JPN 457  Senior Thesis  (1 Credit)
An extended research project on a topic in Japanese literature, culture, or language utilizing some source materials in Japanese. Qualified students 
may, with approval of the Committee on Asian Studies, choose to write the thesis in Japanese. Students register for 457 in the fall semester or for 
458 in the winter semester unless the committee gives approval for a two-semester project. Majors invited to pursue honors register for 457 and 458, 
contingent on the approval of the committee.

Modes of Inquiry: None
Writing Credit: [W3]
Concentration(s): C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor Permission Required: No

JPN 458  Senior Thesis  (1 Credit)
An extended research project on a topic in Japanese literature, culture, or language utilizing some source materials in Japanese. Qualified students 
may, with approval of the Committee on Asian Studies, choose to write the thesis in Japanese. Students register for 457 in the fall semester or for 
458 in the winter semester unless the committee gives approval for a two-semester project. Majors invited to pursue honors register for 457 and 458, 
contingent on the approval of the committee.

Modes of Inquiry: None
Writing Credit: [W3]
Concentration(s): C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor Permission Required: No

JPN S11  The Structure of Japanese and Acquisition  (0.5 Credits)
This course explores structural features of Japanese and the actual use of the language in societal/cultural contexts, discussing them in relation 
to the acquisition of the language primarily by adult second language learners. Through class materials, the structural properties of Japanese and 
a theoretical framework of second language acquisition will be introduced. The course involves a collective project in which students identify a 
phenomenon in or a certain aspect of the Japanese language, examining how they are acquired by learners and/or how they are taught in language 
classrooms or textbooks. The goal of this course is for students to deepen their understanding of the Japanese language and to reflect upon 
themselves as speakers/learners of the language. Prerequisite(s): JPN 101, or instructor permission.

Modes of Inquiry: None
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C043, C046, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): ASIA S11
Instructor: Ayumi Nobuki
Instructor Permission Required: No
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JPN S19  From Kimono to Indigo: Japanese Textiles, Cultural Appropriation, and Sustainability  (0.5 Credits)
The course will cover historical dress, (cross)gendered dressing, the levels of formality and seasonal patterns using a selection of vintage kimono. We 
will engage in kimono dressing, the visible mending technique sashiko, and the practice of preserving textiles with indigo dye. In addition, the course 
will address the issues related to Orientalism, cultural appropriation, and sustainability.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [CP]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C028, C046, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): (AVC: History and Criticism)
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): ASIA S19, AVC S19, THEA S19
Instructor: Hanna McGaughey
Instructor Permission Required: No

JPN S24  Project-Based Japanese Language: Fluency through Experience and Action  (0.5 Credits)
This multi-level, project-based course is designed for students of Japanese language and culture to further develop fluency in Japanese language 
and deepen their understanding of Japanese cultures in an action-oriented approach. Over three and a half weeks, students will engage in in-class 
and online discussions, hands-on activities, and reflective practices, while working on five key projects: (1) extensive reading, (2) intercultural virtual 
exchange with college students in Japan, (3) experiencing Japanese arts of calligraphy, (4) multimedia storytelling, and (5) teaching Japanese 
language and culture at a local elementary school. Students will interact with reading materials and media in Japanese, present book reviews 
and digital videos in Japanese, while a part of the discussions will be conducted in English. Prerequisite(s): JPN 102 or equivalent, or instructor 
permission.

Modes of Inquiry: [CP]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C043, C046, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor: Keiko Konoeda
Instructor Permission Required: No

JPN S29  Performing Fukushima: Theater and Film  (0.5 Credits)
In Japan in 2011, an earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear meltdown killed nearly 16,000 people and displaced hundreds of thousands. This course 
considers how a traumatic event is presented in theater and film. Students learn about the social and political background of the disaster through 
readings and watch related theater and film. They analyze these media, considering and critiquing different approaches. How can trauma be 
represented? Who controls the narrative? What are the ethics of performing trauma? Recommended background: one course in Asian studies, 
environmental studies, film studies, Japanese, or theater.

Modes of Inquiry: [AC], [HS]
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C046, C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor: Justine Wiesinger
Instructor Permission Required: No

JPN S50  Independent Study  (0.5 Credits)
Students, in consultation with a faculty advisor, individually design and plan a course of study or research not offered in the curriculum. Course work 
includes a reflective component, evaluation, and completion of an agreed-upon product. Sponsorship by a faculty member in the program/department, 
a course prospectus, and permission of the chair are required. Students may register for no more than one independent study during a Short Term.

Modes of Inquiry: None
Writing Credit: None
Concentration(s): C096
Department/Program Attribute(s): None
Class Restriction: None
Cross-listed Course(s): None
Instructor Permission Required: No


